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Handel's first dramatic composition in English was written for the Duke of Chandos's court 
musicians at his enormous north London palace, Cannons, in 1718. The text was mostly 
written by John Gay after an episode from Ovid's Metamorphoses. Adapted many times by 
the composer, and arranged by Mozart and Mendelssohn, Acis and Galatea remains Handel's 
most enduring and enchanting stage work, his 'little opera'. 

Handellater adapted the piece into a three-act serenata for the Italian opera troupe in 
London in 1732, which incorporated a number of songs (still in Italian) from Aci, Galatea e 
Poliferno, his,170B setting of the same story to different music. He later adapted the original 
English work into a two-act work in 1739. 

Acis and Geletee was the pinnacle of pastoral opera in England. Indeed, several writers, such 
as musicologist Stanley Sadie, consider it the greatest pastoral opera ever composed. As is 
typical of the genre, Acis and Ga/atea was written as a courtly entertainment about the 
simplicity of rural life and contains a significant amount of wit and self-parody. The secondary 
characters, Polyphemus and Damon, provide a significant amount of humor without 

diminishing the pathos of the tragedy of the primary characters, Acis and Galatea. The music 
of the first act is both elegant and sensual, while the final act takes on a more melancholy and 
plaintive tone. The opera was significantly influenced by the pastoral operas presented at the 
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, during the early 18th century. Reinhard Keiser and Henry Purcell 
also served as influences, but overall the conception and execution of the work is wholly 
individual to Handel. 
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Acis and Galatea · G F Handel 
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Sinfonia 
o the pleasure of the plains 
Ye verdant plains 
Hush, ye pretty warbling choir 
Where shall I seek the charming fair? 
Stay shepherd stay 
Shepherd, what art thou pursuing? 
La! Here my love 
Love in eyes sits playing 
o didst thou know 
As when the dove laments her love 
Happy we 
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Wretched lovers
 
I rage, I melt, I burn.
 
o ruddier than the cherry 
Whither, fairest, art thou running? 
Cease to beauty to be suing. 
Would you gain tile tender creature? 
His hideous love 
Love sounds the alarm 
Consider, fond shepherd 
Cease, 0 cease 
The flocks shall leave the mountain 
Help, Galatea 
Mourn, all ye muses 
Must I may Acis still bemoan 
'Tis done 
Heart, the seat of soft delight 
Galatea, dry thy tears 


